Investigations of renal function showed this to be normal.
There was no evidence of arteriosclerosis present. Some climacteric symptoms, such as hot flushes, were complained of. Throbbing headaches, especially upon straining, were severe. Rest in bed and vasodilator treatment had little effect.
Operation (Mr. G. C. Knight).-August 1937: All three splanchnic nerves and the thoracic sympathetic chain on the right side, and the greater and lesser splanchnic nerves on the other side, were divided in two stages with three weeks' interval.
Average blood-pressure: After the first stage 165/120; after the second stage, 150/100.
Condition now (five months after operation): Subjectively the patient feels much better. The throbbing bursting headaches have disappeared. Blood-pressure: 164/110 on lying down; 155/110 on standing up.
Discussion.-Dr. DENNY-BROWN asked whether this patient had had faintness on suddenly sitting up from the lying posture.
Dr. ROWLAND HILL said that no complaint of this had been made, but the blood-pressure was 10 mm. higher when the patient was lying down than when she was standing up.
The PRESIDENT said Dr. Hill had suggested that the climacteric might be a factor in this case. If so, he questioned whether the case could correctly be described as " essential hypertension". There were many women who, at the menopause, suffered from hypertension, but it might not last longer than a few months or a year, and afterwards the blood-pressure came down. In a patient of this age one would need to be cautious in recommending an operation of such severity, although in this instance it had been successful. Cases of the kind had been benefited by treatment with ovarian hormone.
Dr. HILL (in reply) said that this patient's blood-pressure had increased so rapidly that it seemed to him that the risk of something serious happening in the near fuiture was great, and therefore, after preliminary medical treatment, the operation had been carried out. 
